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Therapeutic Radiographer

Area of HCS: Allied health professions
Pay scale: £24k - £44k

A M AZING 'F ACT 1 Not all cancers can be treated by chemotherapy or radiation.

In some cancers you receive both and in others you receive
one or the other!

As a Therapeutic Radiographer you will work directly with patients
every day. The patients you see will mainly be cancer patients and
your role will use X-rays and ionising radiation to help treat their
tumors. Great care & accuracy is needed to ensure the right dose of
radiation is given to a patient.

The X-Rays and radiation you use to treat cancers work by
damaging the DNA of cancer cells. The damaged DNA means the
cells do not have the right information to duplicate and create more cancer cells and eventually die.

[t is essential that the surrounding healthy tissues receive as little radiation as possible as their DNA can also be
damaged, which can result in healthy tissue death.

The treatment you give can have 4 outcomes. It can be used to try and cure the cancer completely, to improve
the effectiveness of chemotherapy, to reduce the chances of it coming back after surgery or to help reduce
symptoms if the cancer is incurable.

What to do to get into this career... AMAZIN G FACT 2

Radiation can be delivered
to the body via a machine,
by an radioactive metals
implanted into the body, by
liquids that are injected into
your blood or drank (!) or by
direct beams during surgery!

Alevels - at least 2
from Physics,
Chemistry and
Biology. Usually BBB

grades.

BSc degree
in Radiotherapy**

5 GCSE's levels 9-4
including Maths,
English and Science

Accelerated
Radiotherapy
Programme at

University — Masters

Degree

Study a related
science degree —
2:1 or First

BTEC — Applied
Science D,D,D

u MedicalMavericksTV
@Medical_mavericks

_ . **Different Universities have different titles for this degree.
'i Medical Mavericks Use the Health Careers website career finder to search for
an accredited degree for this subject! Watch episode 21 of
’ @MedicMavericks MMTV to see how to do this.



